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 Asper’s Cemetery is a small run-down cemetery located on state game land in York 

County, Pennsylvania. At some point, this cemetery was partially destroyed by bulldozing and 

the surrounding farm fields have encroached on it. Work is being done to preserve the cemetery 

from any further damage. Research into the community represented by those buried at Asper’s 

cemetery reveals a fascinating history of early Brethren traditions in York and the surrounding 

counties. A list of names of those buried at the cemetery can be found on the Stouffer farm blog.
1
 

However, one name, Henry Deardorff, found in the tombstone pictures on the website is missing 

from the list names found there. This list can be compared to a list compiled by Gerald Kraybill 

in 1979 of the “Gameland Cemetery” located on Big Dam Road, which is where Asper's 

Cemetery is located.
2
 Kraybill’s list contains all the names mentioned on the blog as well as an 

additional name: William Smith. The fact that the two list are so similar indicates that the 

damage done to the cemetery was done prior to 1979. 

 Thanks to research done on ancestry.com, familial connections were able to be confirmed 

for many of the individuals in the cemetery. There are four main families represented here and 

two individuals. One of these families, the Stouffers
3
, includes Abraham, his wife Christina, their 

son John Senior and a distant relative, Peter. There is also a possibility that the headstone of John 

Senior’s wife, Mary, has been found. On the Stouffer farm blog, there is a picture of a partial 

headstone, which was destroyed by bulldozing. On it, one can read the name Mary, a partial date 

of death (January) and how old Mary was when she died (76 years). Based on the age at death, it 

can be hypothesized that this is the same Mary that John Senior was married to. It is believed 

that when she died when she was either 75 or 76, at least according to public family trees on 

                                                 
1 This blog chronicles archaeological work at both Asper’s cemetery and the Stouffer 

Farmhouse, the home of Abraham Stouffer, who is buried in this cemetery. It can be accessed at 
http://stoufferfarm.wordpress.com/ 

2  See the appendix for a copy of this document. 
3  See the appendix for alternate spellings of all the names listed here. 
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ancestry.com. However, it must be admitted that there is no concrete evidence to prove that this 

information is correct. This is one area in which further research will need to be done. The 

Stouffer family is of special interest due to ongoing archaeological work on Abraham’s property, 

located about a mile from the cemetery.  

 Another family represented at Asper’s Cemetery is the Deardorffs. This family includes 

Henry and his wife Magdalena. It is also worth noting the Henry is Christina Stouffer’s brother, 

so there is a further family tie there. Also found is the Pentz family including John and his wife 

Philipea. The final family represented is the Smith family. This includes Baltzer, his wife Mary 

and their son William. Two individuals without any apparent familial ties in the Cemetery 

(though there may be ones which are no longer visible due to damaged to headstones) are Hanna 

Kebel and Peter Beisel. It is worth noting that Peter is the nephew of Conrad Beisel, the founder 

of the Ephrata Cloister. It was at Conrad’s pleading that Peter’s father Johan, along with his 

immediate family came to America and joined the Cloister.
4
 Peter’s name can also be found on 

the Brotherhood roster for the Ephrata Cloister.
5
 This information plays an important role in 

understanding the history of the community buried in Asper’s Cemetery, which will be discussed 

in the following paragraphs.  

 Numerous resources that are referenced here indicate that the individuals buried in 

Asper’s Cemetery belonged to German Brethren congregations, so it is worth shortly accounting 

some of the basic principles and characteristics of this religious tradition. The Brethren are a part 

of the broader Anabaptist tradition, which means that they believed in adult, or “believer's” 

baptism. The German Brethren, like many other Anabaptists, were characterized by plain 

                                                 
4  Elmer Q. Gleim, Brethren Heritage along the Big Conewago, (Conewago Valley: Upper 

Conewago Church of the Brethren, 1991), 21. 
5  Julius Friedrich Sachse, The German Sectarians of Pennsylvania, vol. 1, (New York: 

AMS Press, 1971), 309. 
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clothing, and had a reputation of not swearing or fighting. They tended to be pacifists, but some 

members did serve in the military. During the beginning of this tradition in America, meetings 

were typically held in the members’ houses and much of their leadership came from lay-persons.  

Their ministers were typically unpaid, though supported by the gifts of others in the 

congregation. There was an understanding of general equality of all members. Anyone who felt 

led to speak was allowed to speak to the congregation during a meeting to give words of either 

teaching or encouragement. One celebration that the German brethren are well-known for is their 

love-feasts which typically included a foot-washing ceremony as well as eating together, prayer 

and fellowship.
6
 

 The community that is represented at Asper’s Cemetery initially had roots in two 

different congregations in York County that were both within the larger Brethren tradition. These 

two congregations were the Bermudian and the Conewago (which was alternately called the Big 

Conewago to differentiate it from another congregation in the area known as the Little 

Conewago). The Conewago Congregation was part of a mainstream branch of the Brethren 

tradition, called the German Baptist Brethren. This tradition was also known as the “Dunkers,” 

referring to their baptisms This term is interchanged with a similar-sounding term “Tunkers” 

which was derived from the German word “Tunken,” meaning “to dip.”
7
 The Conewago 

Congregation was formed in 1741 under the leadership of Adam Martin. A list of members 

shows that Abraham Stouffer and his wife Christina, along with Henry Dierdorf and his wife 

Magdalena were members of this congregation.
8
 

                                                 
6  Morgan Edwards, Materials Toward a History of the American Baptists, Both British and 

German, (Philadelphia: Printed by Joseph Crukshank, and Isaac Collins, 1770), 66-67. 
7  Henry R. Holsinger, History of the Tunkers and The Brethren Church, (North Manchester, 

IN: L.W. Schultz, 1962), 150-151. 
8  Martin Grove Brumbaugh, A History of the German Baptist Brethren in Europe and 

America, (Mount Morris,IL: Brethren Publishing House, 1899), 327-328. 
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 The Bermudian Congregation was a Seventh Day Baptist Brethren congregation which 

formed as an offshoot of the Ephrata Cloister in 1758. It’s origins were from mission work done 

by Conrad Beisel along with others from Ephrata.
9
 The main distinction of this branch of the 

Brethren is that they believed the Jewish sabbath of Saturday, or the seventh day, should continue 

to be celebrated. At Ephrata, celibacy was also advocated. The founding members of the 

Bermudian congregation include several individuals buried in Asper’s Cemetery: Peter Beisel, 

Belzar Smith and his wife Mary, and John Bence.
10

 It can also be speculated (though no 

confirming evidence has been found) that Philip Gebel, another founding member of the 

Bermudian Congregation,
11

 might be a relative to the Hanna Kebel buried in Asper’s Cemetery. 

Incidentally, Hanna was the one individual for whom no concrete information was found during 

research. 

 It is only after Conrad Beisel’s death in 1768 that these two congregations began to have 

strong ties to one another.
12

 After this occurrence, the Bermudian Congregation’s contact with 

the community of the Ephrata Cloister significantly declined, and its members slowly began to 

associate with either the Antietam branch of the Ephrata Cloister or with the more mainstream 

Brethren branch of the Conewago Congregation. Many of the members chose the Conewago 

Congregation and there was essentially a merging of the two congregations.
13

 This fact is what 

can help to explain the presence of individuals with roots in these two distinct congregations 

being buried in the same cemetery. The dates of the burials, ranging from 1771 through 1831, are 

                                                 
9  John Gibson, History of York County Pennsylvania From the Earliest time to the Present, 

(Chicago: F.A. Battey Publishing Co, 1886) https://archive.org/details/historyofyorkcou00ingibs (accessed 
December 8, 2013), 388. 

10  Henry R. Holsinger, History of the Tunkers, 152-153. 
11  Martin Grove Brumbaugh, A History of the German Baptist Brethren in Europe and 

America, 328-329. 
12  Donald Durnbaugh, Fruit of the Vine: A History of the Brethren 1708-1995, (Elgin, IL: 

Brethren Press, 1997), 100. 
13  Brethren Encyclopedia Volume 1 (Philadelphia: Brethren Encyclopedia Inc., 1983), s.v. 

“Bermudian German Seventh Day Baptist Brethren.” 
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compatible with this information. These dates are long enough after Conrad Beisel’s death in 

1758 for the Conewago Congregation community to have absorbed members from the 

Bermudian Congregation.  

 There is evidence to show that the relationship of many of these individuals goes beyond 

the fact that they worshipped together. Some of them were also neighbors. This can be seen in 

the deed for Abraham Stouffer’s land which was being passed on to his wife Christina after he 

died in 1785. The deed states that the land in question is adjoining land of Henry Deardorff and 

John Bentz. It also mentions a John Miller. There is currently no evidence for any type of 

connection to those buried in Asper’s Cemetery beyond this.
14

 While evidence has not yet been 

found to show when the Stouffer, Deardorff and Bentz families became neighbors, it can clearly 

be seen that in 1785 this was the case. It is also unknown precisely when these families came to 

live in this area. However, the date of Abraham Stouffer acquiring his land in Monaghan 

Township is known. The following is an account found through ancestry.com: “On 25 May 1764 

Rev. Richard Peters of Philadelphia sold to Abraham Stauffer of Monaghan Township-yeoman: 

for L-542, 3 tracts of 441 acres, 51 acres, 50 acres on the north branch of Bermudian Creek in 

Monaghan Township. He moved to this area in York Co. (when he left Cocalico Township) 

where he established his home.”
15

  

 As mentioned before, Abraham Stouffer is of special interest due to the ongoing 

archaeological work on his property. Because of this, further historical investigation was done 

about him and his family. Abraham is the son of Henry (also called Heinrich) Stauffer, who 

immigrated to the United States from Switzerland with his family at age nine, although the 

family was originally from Germany. Henry’s father was Hans Stauffer, whom many of the 

                                                 
14  For a copy of this document, see the appendix. 
15  Elise M. Stouffer, Genealogical study of Henry Stauffer, son of Johannes (Hans) Stauffer, 

(Spencer, IA: 1974), 18. 
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Stouffers in the area are descended from. The Stouffer family arrived in the United States in the 

spring of 1710 and initially settled in Colebrookdale township in Berks County. In 1720, Henry 

bought land in the Perkiomen area located in Montgomery County. It was here that Abraham 

Stouffer was born.
16

  As mentioned previously, Abraham moved to Monaghan township in York 

County in 1764 where he started his family. Abraham had four children: John, Henry, Ann and 

Rebecca.
17

  

 Abraham’s arrival date of 1764 in York County is compatible with an inscription found 

on the Stouffer House. The inscription has two parts. The part on the left simply says, “1767 

ABRAHAM STAUFER.” Based on this, it would appear that Abraham built his house within 

three years of acquiring the land. At this point, it is unknown when he started building the house, 

only when he completed it. The right side of the inscription reads, “Rebuilt by JOSEPH & 

SUSANNA STOUFFER. AD 1844.”
18

  Nothing has been found at this point to indicate why the 

house needed to be rebuilt, or if Joseph Stouffer's work was more along the lines of remodeling 

or upgrading than actual rebuilding. To answer the question of what Joseph's relation to Abraham 

was, genealogical research was done on ancestry.com. According to public family trees, there is a 

grandson of Abraham (the son of John Senior) named Joseph. This Joseph Stouffer lived from 

1800-1977 and married a woman named Susanna, so it is extremely likely that these individuals 

are the correct Joseph and Susanna Stouffer.  

 One of the sources used during research included an excerpt from Abraham’s will. This 

document sheds further light onto what his life, and the lives of those who lived like him, was 

                                                 
16  Henry Bower, A Genealogical Record of the Descendants of Daniel Stauffer and Hans 

Bauer and Other Pioneers: Together with Historical and Biographical Sketches, and a Short History of the  
Mennonites, (Harleysville, PA: News Print House, 1897), 23-25. 

17  Elise M. Stouffer, Genealogical study of Henry Stauffer, 16-21.  
 For a more complete genealogy from this source, see the appendix. 

18  For a picture of this inscription and the house, see the blog at 
http://stoufferfarm.wordpress.com/stouffer-house/ 
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like. Many different types of tools were mentioned, including smith tools and different types of 

carpentry tools which probably means that Abraham was skilled in both of these areas. He likely 

constructed many items, such as furniture, for his own use and perhaps he sold his work as well. 

Two Bibles are mentioned in the will, a German and an English Bible. This shows that faith was 

important to Abraham and his family, but it also shows that their German heritage was important. 

The land itself, and seemingly much of the estate, was left to Abraham’s wife Christina.
19

 

Considering the information that the house ended up in the hands of Joseph Stouffer, as stated in 

the previous paragraph, one can surmise that Christina passed on the house and property to John, 

her oldest son, who eventually passed it on to his son Joseph.  

 The information that is given here is a good start to piecing together the history of those 

who are buried in Asper’s Cemetery, but much work remains to be done, particularly into the 

families and individuals other than the Stouffers, who were the main focus in this paper. 

Hopefully, the information presented here will help to stir up an appreciation for the piece of 

history that can be found in Asper’s Cemetery and will increase the desire to preserve it for 

future generations and further historical work. 

                                                 
19  Elise M. Stouffer, Genealogical study of Henry Stauffer, 18.  

 To see the full excerpt of the will, see the appendix. 
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This table was created by Kristen College. Alternate spellings are taken from all other sources 

used in this paper. The names in parentheses are maiden names. 
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This land deed is originally from the Pennsylvania State Archives. 
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This genealogy is taken From pages 20-21 in A Genealogical study of Henry Stauffer, son of 

Johannes (Hans) Stauffer by Elise M. Stouffer. 
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The excerpt of Abraham's will is taken from pages 21-22 in A Genealogical study of Henry 

Stauffer, son of Johannes (Hans) Stauffer by Elise M. Stouffer. 


