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By combining historical and archaeological data, a place or person develops a complex 

narrative that details some of the activities, culture, and mentalities of the past.  Using the 

historical data, i.e. textual material, provides researchers either confirmation or rejection of 

hypotheses formulated and inferred from the archaeological evidence.  Likewise, the 

archaeological material can support or challenge the viability of assumed historical fact.  

Together, however, each complements the other to create a picture and story of the past.  From 

research done, both archaeologically and through textual resources, on the Stauffer farm and its 

inhabitants, an interpretation of the site, though incomplete, can be put forth that examines how 

the site has evolved over the past 250 years. 

Early Residents – the Stauffer Family 

Going into the project, it was already known that an Abraham Stauffer, sometimes 

spelled Stouffer, bought the property later named after the family in the late 1760s.  The current 

resident, Diane Phillips, believes that Abraham bought the property in 1765 from an agent for 

William Penn by the name of Logan and then built a house on it by the following year1.  Today, 

the property lies within Franklin Township, but histories written of the township only date it 

back to 1809, placing the Stauffer property in the Monaghan Township limits since 17452.  Since 

no deed records exist in the York County archives prior to 1809 for the Stauffer property, this 

information became invaluable to researching the property.  In conjunction with these findings 

the only deed record found for Abraham Stauffer as the grantee, or buyer, which fit the dates 

given by Diane and the one carved onto the house, put the Stauffers in the Monaghan Township.  

This deed states that Abraham Stauffer bought the property from a Richard Peters in July of 

                                                 
1 Diane Phillips, “Questions about Stauffer Farm,” Email to current resident, Franklin Township (15 April 2011). 
2 “Brief Township History,” Monaghan Township York County, Pennsylvania, 2009, 
http://monaghantownship.com/history.asp (accessed 19 April 2011). 

http://monaghantownship.com/history.asp
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STAUFFER, Abraham.  Monaghan Township. 

May 5, 1785    October 5, 1785 

Executors:  Isaac Deardorff and 

Christiana Stauffer. 

Wife:  Christiana Stauffer. 

Children:  John, Henry, Anna, Rebecca. 

Sons-in-law:  Jacob Lerue and Henry 

Smith (wives' names not given). 

Grave of Abraham Stouffer. 

1764, which contradicts what Diane remembered3.  Can Diane’s statement be trusted as viable 

information, or does the deed record contain the true data?  A closer look at the deed in question 

may reveal whether or not the one found pertains to the specific place being researched.  Since 

Diane and the deed speak of similar dates and locations, we can assume that Abraham Stauffer 

did buy property in the Monaghan Township during the mid-1760s. 

About a mile from the Stauffer property lies the Asper cemetery which upon cleaning and 

careful inspection, contained the grave of Abraham Stouffer said to have died in 1785 at the age 

of 56 and the grave of Christian 

Stouffer right next to Abraham’s4.  

Estate files in the York County, 

Pennsylvania USGenWeb Archives 

have documented an excerpt from the will of Abraham Stauffer who died in 1785 in Monaghan 

Township5.  The will listed Christina Stauffer as one of the 

executors of the will and as the wife of Abraham, and their children 

as John, Henry, Anna, and 

Rebecca6.  Grave stones in the 

Asper Cemetery also listed a John 

Stouffer Senior as one of those 

                                                 
3 “York County Archives: Deed Books (1749-1912) Grantee Index 1749-1912 S Given Name A-D,” York County 
Archives, York County Government, 2008, http://www.yorkcountyarchives.org/searchDeeds.asp (accessed 20 April 
2011) pg. 366. 
4 David Pettegrew, “Stauffer Cemetery- Grave Stones Photos,” 19 April 2011. 
5 Kathy Francis, “Estate Records,” York County, PA USGenWeb Archives, 2011, 
http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/york/estate.htm (accessed 26 April 2011). 
6 Ibid. 

Grave of Christina Stouffer. 

http://www.yorkcountyarchives.org/searchDeeds.asp
http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/york/estate.htm
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buried there who died in 1821 at the age of 63, living at the right 

time to possibly have been born by Christina7.  Other names in the 

cemetery have strong German/Swiss connections, potentially 

indicating that this was a community or a church group lot.  

Connections between the cemetery grave stones and the will suggest 

they relate and therefore further conveys that the Stauffers, along 

with other German/Swiss immigrants, settled in the frontier regions of early America around 

other peoples with the same heritage. 

With the knowledge from the cemetery and the history behind the Stauffer farm, a rough 

genealogy of the farm’s inhabitants can be sketched.  As the figure shows, Abraham and 

Christian are married with at least four surviving children.  Diane Phillips also pointed out that 

Christina’s family went under the name Deardorff, and two of the grave stones bore the 

Deardorff name, though spelled slightly differently for one, listing death dates that made them 

contemporary with Christina, making them either her siblings, cousins, or some other distant 

                                                 
7 Pettegrew, “Stauffer Cemetery,” 2011. 

Abraham 
(1729-1785) 

Christina 
(1731-1808) 

John 
(1758-1821) 

Rebecca Anna Henry 

Peter 
(1792-1812) 

Jacob Lerue Henry Smith 

Magdalena 
Deardorff 

(1744-1831) 

Henry 
Deerdorff 

(1749-1819) 

Isaac 

Deardorff 

Grave of John Stouffer Sen. 
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relatives8.  Another grave stone we saw bore the name Peter Stouffer who died in 1812 at the age 

of 20, putting him as a grandson to Abraham, either John or Henry’s son9.  Finally, Abraham’s 

will listed an Isaac Deardorff as the second executor besides Christina, who could be a relation 

of hers, and the will also listed Abraham’s son’s-in-law.  Though not listed with their wives, 

Jacob Lerue and Henry Smith could be important in tracing the rest of that half of the family 

tree10.  It would be a fascinating discovery if there was any connection between the Henry Smith 

who married one of Abraham’s daughters and the Smiths buried in the Asper Cemetery.  

Insufficient records, however, prevent further research into that connection. 

The people of this area obviously valued and sought deep connections with the people 

around them.  They created cemeteries in order to bury loved ones and friends, but they also kept 

land amongst themselves.  According to Diane, the Stauffer family kept a hold on a large portion 

of their land until the early 1900s11.  In the deed of the selling of the land in 1977, a history of 

past owners lists John Stouffer, Daniel Lerew (potentially a revised form of Lerue?), and 

Emmanuel Stouffer as owners towards the beginning of the account12.  Other deed records also 

support this desire for personal connectivity with others showing Abraham Stauffer selling land 

in 1786 to an Isaac Deardorff and a Henry Smith13.  Even though this is after Abraham’s death, 

the official record might not have taken place until 1786 while the initial transaction could have 

occurred much earlier.  The very fact that these two men are listed in Abraham’s will and that the 

sale takes place in Monaghan Township points to the family having strong ties.  Abraham seems 

                                                 
8 Phillips, “Questions about Stauffer Farm,” 2011. 
9 Pettegrew, “Stauffer Cemetery,” 2011. 
10 Francis, “Estate Records,” 2011. 
11 Phillips, “Questions about Stauffer Farm,” 2011. 
12 “Executive Sale of Land between Guy M. Hoffman and Spencer R. Thorton,” (28 September 1977), 2. 
13 “York County Archives: Deed Books (1749-1912) Grantor Index 1749-1912 S Given Name A-D,” York County 
Archives, York County Government, 2008, http://www.yorkcountyarchives.org/searchDeeds.asp (accessed 20 April 
2011) pg. 491. 

http://www.yorkcountyarchives.org/searchDeeds.asp
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to have sold some land to one of Christina’s relatives and to one of his son’s-in-law, keeping the 

land in the family. 

Families within York County, especially those in Monaghan and Franklin Townships, 

would have followed similar cultural practices of those followed within the Stauffer family.  

Land had to be bought, connections had to be made with other families with similar interests in 

the local vicinity, and familial ties had to be strong amongst families living in America in the late 

1700s.  How the Stauffers conducted their lives provides a glimpse into the lives of the countless 

other families scattered throughout not only York County, Pennsylvania, but also throughout 

North America.  Textual data, such as the deeds, helps make sense of the material evidence 

found in the cemetery, but when incomplete, leaves gaps in the history that are difficult to fill.  

By moving into the more modern period, however, textual information becomes clearer and the 

archaeological evidence increases. 

Residents of the Stauffer Farm – 1901 and Beyond 

Following the sale of Stauffer Farm in 1901, there is a large hole in the chronology of the 

owners of the property, until 1937 when the Hoffman family moved to the farm. According to 

Ralph Hoffman, the Hoffman family first moved to the property in 1937, originally renting it14. 

At the time the Hoffmans began renting, Ralph was only 6, but he remembered that the owner of 

the property at the time they began renting it was Adam Menear. While we were unable to obtain 

any additional information about Adam Menear, such as the year that he obtained Stauffer Farm, 

we did discover after looking at Spencer Thorton’s deed to the property that the Hoffmans 

purchased the farm in 1943 from the widowed Alva Menear—most likely the wife of Adam 

                                                 
14 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
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Menear15. Thus, we were able to surmise that the Hoffmans rented the property from 1937 to 

1943 and that Adam Menear must have died sometime before the sale in 1943. From Spencer 

Thorton’s deed, it is unclear whether or not the Menears purchased the farm from the Stauffers in 

1901, so there is a good chance that the farm was owned by one or more families before the 

Menears. 

 The Hoffman family consisted of John and Nerma Hoffman and their eight children: four 

males and four females. Guy is the oldest sibling, and Clair is the next oldest brother. Ralph is 

the youngest brother and second youngest child, born in 1931. The youngest child, a girl, was 

born in 1935, when Norma was 44 years old, making her birth date sometime in 189116. The 

birth dates and names of the other four children are unknown. Prior to living at the Stauffer 

property, the family lived on a farm nearby on South Mountain Road. At the time the family 

began renting Stauffer Farm, the property was approximately 125 acres17. As Ralph Hoffman 

discussed in his interview, the farm was the family’s only source of income, and every child was 

expected to help out. They rotated between four different crops on the farm: corn, wheat, oats, 

and hay, and also owned cows, hogs, chickens, and four horses18. 

 The only building that was added to the property while the Hoffmans lived there was the 

garage; the family went through three cars between 1937 and 1952, a 1933 Plymouth, a 1941 

Plymouth, and a 1948 Chevrolet truck19. In addition to adding the garage, John Hoffman also 

installed electricity and indoor plumbing on the property. Ralph attested that both were installed 

sometime in the early 1940s20. Prior to installing indoor plumbing, the family used an outhouse 

                                                 
15 “Executive Sale of Land between Guy Hoffman and Spencer R. Thorton,” (28 September 1977). 
16 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
19 Ibid 
20 Ibid 
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that stood until Diane Philips bought the property. Ralph also recalled that while his father never 

made any major improvements to the barn, it had been struck by lightning before he moved to 

the farm; it is obvious on one side of the barn that timbers from another barn were used to repair 

the damage21. 

 The outbuilding on the west side of the house was in use the entire time the Hoffmans 

lived on the farm. Ralph Hoffman said that the east room was used as a wash room, both for 

laundry and bathing. The west room was not used for anything specifically, but the Hoffmans 

knew for sure that it had once been a blacksmith shop; there was even an old bellows still in the 

room. Ralph remembered his father attempting to play blacksmith in the room, even though he 

had no idea what he was doing22. Ralph also attested that the furnace was not filled in while he 

lived there, which means that it was filled in sometime after 1952. Ralph was also helpful in 

identifying an artifact we found in the west room (see figure below)23. Ralph stated that a metal 

plate with the inscription “G. M. HOFFMAN, 

DBG PA” was a nameplate for a trap, for most 

people in the area were involved in trapping24. 

 

 While Ralph Hoffman moved away 

from the property in 1952, his family owned 

the property until 1977, when Guy and Clair 

Hoffman sold all 125 acres to Spencer Thorton, following the death of their father, John 

Hoffman. Their mother Nerma, had died earlier in 195325. Prior to the sale, Guy and Clair held 

                                                 
21 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
22 Ibid 
23 Unit 4 Level 3. Artifact. March 25, 2011. 
24 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
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an auction. Both Ralph and Mr. Thorton were in attendance but neither remembered much about 

what exactly was auctioned off, other than some cannonballs and assorted antiques26. Mr. 

Thorton then, after purchasing Stauffer Farm on September 28, 1977, owned the property for less 

than a year and never actually lived on the property27. After doing some repairs, Spencer Thorton 

sold the farm to the current owner Diane Phillips, in 1978; he did not sell all 125 acres28. 

 

Interpretation of Outbuilding Phases 

The outbuilding on the Stauffer farm property has gone through four distinct 

archaeological phases according to our observations. The first phase was that of the stone 

foundation that lies under both the east and west rooms. We concluded using different sources 

that this stone foundation dates back to when the building was formerly used as a mill. In an 

interview with Ralph Hoffman, a family member of the former owners, he remembers there 

being a stone wall by the outbuilding, which may have been part of the mill structure. The Little 

Bermudian creeks runs near the farm, and there is a raceway leading to the outbuilding, also 

confirming the mill’s presence. According to a map of the area dating to 1821, the mill was not 

present at this time, but in a map dating to 1876 the mill appears to be present. So we can date 

the building of the foundation and the mill to that period, perhaps the middle to late 1800s.  

 The second phase we believe was the construction of the outbuilding as it appears today, 

but we believe that the entire structure was made with the roughly hewn logs, like the west room 

has currently. We hypothesized that some sort of destruction occurred in the east room, maybe a 

natural disaster or simple wear and tear, and that is why the siding in the east room is different, 

                                                                                                                                                             
25 “Executive Sale of Land between Guy Hoffman and Spencer R. Thorton,” (28 September 1977). 
26 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
27 Ibid 
28 Spencer Thorton. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
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because it was replaced at a later date. During our interview with Ralph Hoffman, we learned 

from him that the west room was used by his father, John Hoffman, to “dabble” in 

blacksmithing29. The room was equipped with a bellows, and the large stone fireplace that still 

exists today served as the forge for the shop. There also is an opening cut in the far wall of the 

west room, which we thought might have been used for ventilation of some sort, because 

ventilation is extremely necessary in blacksmithing due to the large amounts of smoke. Metal 

objects were scattered around in the west room, and even outside the building in Unit 3, a metal 

hitch was found. We believe all these metal objects point to the west room’s usage as a rather 

informal blacksmith shop used by the owners. Also, a thin metal rod was found in Unit 3 Level 3 

that was about a foot long, and looks like a piece of metal that a blacksmith would have used as a 

basis for many of his projects, this one we think might be turned into nails30 (see Figure below). 

We dated the usage of the room as a blacksmith shop to the late 19th century.  

  

 The third phase of the outbuilding we 

called the “renovation” stage, because it seems 

that east room was modified in some ways to 

make it more domestic in use. Also a loft was 

put in the ceiling after the blacksmith phase, and 

this area might have been used for storage. 

Ralph Hoffman said his family used the east room as a washroom, and we estimate the period for 

this usage to date through the 1930’s31. The farmhouse got electricity in the 1940’s, and so 

perhaps the east room was abandoned as a washroom because it was no longer needed and 

                                                 
29 Hoffman, Ralph. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
30 Unit 3 (6N 8W) Level3. Artifact. March 26, 2011.  
31 Hoffman, Ralph. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
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replaced with an electric washing machine. Some clues that point us to the washroom hypothesis 

are the hooks seen around the walls and ceiling, which would be conducive to doing laundry. 

Also, the walls were covered with drawings and decorations, which would make sense if the 

space were used for domestic purposes.  

 The fourth and last phase of the outbuilding is the post-abandonment phase, which we 

would date to the mid-twentieth century, probably 1950’s to present. This phase is characterized 

by the buildings use as a storage area for provisional discard, such as the wood pile. Also, we 

believe that the west room was used to burn trash, because we discovered a fire pit in Unit 6. The 

presence of many assorted and unmatched shoes also points to the storage hypothesis. While 

Diane Phillips said that she found old shoes all over the property when she moved in, Ralph 

Hoffman stated that there were never old shoes lying around when he lived there. He went on to 

say that shoes were expensive when he was growing up--$3 dollars a pair, and that each child 

only got one pair of shoes a year32. With this information, we can assume that the shoes were 

scattered about the property after 1952, when Ralph moved out. According to Spence Thorton, in 

1977 there was an auction of all the goods in the outbuilding before Diane Phillips moved onto 

the property33.  

Road Bumps Along The Way 

 With every research project there are trouble spots along the way, but archaeology 

projects seem to have even more. For the Stauffer property we found that it was hard to easily 

find information or even to contact people who would know information. Once we completed the 

research, oral stories and artifacts did not necessarily fit into place all the time. 

                                                 
32 Ralph Hoffman. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsbur, PA., April 27, 2011. 
33 Spencer Thorton. Interview by Lynn George and Jennifer Schmalbach. Notes. Dillsburg, PA., April 27, 2011. 
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 Our biggest problem was that the archives we were looking at (York County Courthouse, 

PA State archives) did not date back to the time period we wanted. The York County Courthouse 

had some records online, but not everything. We sent them an email asking if it was worth our 

time, and they sent us this response: 

The County of York was established in August of 1749, so for anything prior to 

this year you will need to contact Lancaster County. Deed records begin in 1749 

as indexed on our website. Since you are searching such an early time period, you 

may also want to contact the PA State Archives as you may find a warrant or 

patent record which are land records that predate deed records. Birth and Death 

records were not required to be kept by the state of PA until 1893 (excepting 

those few records in 1852-1853). Prior to these years, you will need to search 

Church records...34 

Since the churches that the Stauffers attended have dissolved, finding birth, death, and marriage 

records proved extremely difficult. Abraham Stauffer was born in 1729 and the birth and death 

records of York County start in 1745. Even then, looking only at birth and death records it is 

hard to see who were siblings and who married into the family.  

 When we received the legal documents we found it hard to understand the information 

presented in them. Spence Thornton’s deed of the property was like a foreign language to us. We 

almost needed a lawyer to understand the words written on the paper. Are the names listed on the 

paper the people who owned the property? In that case, when did they own the property? There 

are no dates, just words like “thence forth.”  

                                                 
34 York County Courthouse, email message to Lynn George, April 20, 2011.  
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 The nice thing about maps is that there are no words to confuse matters. There are images 

that instantly show specific things. They are very informative, but also very tricky. They are 

good at showing what is on the site at a specific point in history, but as Ken Mark pointed out, 

sometimes people don’t put everything on maps because they don’t think it is significant. The 

outbuilding is not necessarily the high point of the Stauffer farm so some maps might be 

misleading. In another case, an 1876 map shows the outbuilding/mill on the farm, but a less 

detailed map from 1821 does not show the outbuilding at all. Does this mean that there was no 

mill/outbuilding in 1821, or was it simply not important enough to put on the map?   

 We might be competent with understanding the maps, but then we have interviews with 

Ralph Hoffman and Thornton who add different layers to the story. For example, Hoffman’s 

father tried blacksmithing in the outbuilding. So we know that it was a blacksmith shop before 

they moved into the house in 1937, but that means in 60 years the mill was torn down, turned 

into a blacksmith shop and the blacksmith shop was abandoned according to his story and the 

1876 map. How does that work? Was the mill around in 1821, and not shown? When was the 

mill torn down? How long was the blacksmith shop actually in working order?  

There is also the question of reliable sources. All of the people we interviewed are getting 

along in years. They don’t remember specific things that we would like to know about the 

outbuilding. They also go on tangents about their childhood—all interesting things, but not 

necessarily needed for the project. We also would have liked to interview Diane Philips, who 

owns the property now. She has created a family tree of the Stauffers, but she did respond to our 

emails when we asked to talk to her.  

There were some frustrating moments of not being able to find information, or finding 

contradictory information. Overall, there were not any horrible issues we had to face. It was 



George et al. 14 
 

mostly trying to piece together oral stories, legal documents and maps, and trying to get in 

contact with people or find records before the archives had the information—just a typical day’s 

dilemmas for ordinary archaeologists. 

Conclusion  

After reanalyzing the outbuilding and collecting research on the Stauffer and Hoffman 

family, the research reaffirms that the outbuilding was used as a late 19/20th century blacksmith 

shop and washroom. The family history of the farm is complex and hard to discover, but a family 

tree of the Abraham and Christina Stauffer, their children, and Christina’s family was created 

from the research discovered. More knowledge was learned about the Hoffman family thanks to 

an interview with Ralph Hoffman, who explained many of the artifacts that were discovered in 

the outbuilding, bringing life to the outbuilding, and unraveling some of the mysteries of the past 

250 years. Our research of the Stauffer Farm gives us insight into the lives of the other families 

within Franklin Township and York County, and will help us continue to reconstruct the past of 

the local area. 
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