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Introduction 

 In the 100 years between the mid-18
th

 to 19
th

 centuries, the Stouffer family’s roots within 

York County are evident.  Based off of known roots in Stouffer Farm, located in Dillsburg, PA, I 

traced the ancestry from previous farm owner Abraham Stouffer (or Stauffer) in the mid-to-late 

18
th

 century, to a later 19
th

 century ownership.  Through the use of York County, Franklin, and 

Washington, PA maps from 1860 and 1876, and documentation found on Ancestry.com, I have 

been able to map out the ownership of Stouffer Family homesteads from the establishment of the 

Stouffer House in 1767. 

Challenges 

 While digging into the Stouffer family ancestry, I encountered a few challenges which 

made developing an idea of the Stouffer family tree difficult.  The primary challenge I faced was 

the two ways of spelling Stouffer (Stauffer).  The family, over time, changes from the original 

Stauffer, to the later Stouffer.  The “a” and the “o” seems to be interchangeable as siblings even 

from the same generation use different spellings.  It became particularly hard to differentiate 

between generations during my search on Ancestry.com, as I found documentation of using both 

“Stouffer” and “Stauffer” for what seems to be the same person. 

 I also encountered troubles with the commonality of names. In early US history, 

particularly in the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries, biblical names such as “John,” “Jacob,” “Abraham,” 

“Mary,” etc. were extremely popular.  Upon verification of the Stouffer/Stauffer family tree, I 

was challenged with differentiating between the multiple “Jacob Stouffers,” “John Stouffers,” 

and “Abraham Stouffers.” 

 

 



Map and Locations 

 I began my investigation of the spread of the 

Stouffer family throughout York County by 

comparing the Stouffer family property ownership 

as documented on the York County map of 1860
1
 

and the Franklin and Washington maps of 1876.
2
  

These maps had many similarities as to the Stouffer 

family properties, including the ownership of the Stouffer House in Franklin (A), a location just 

south of the Stouffer House (B), north of the Stouffer House (C), , and a location outside of 

Franklin at the southern tip of Washington (D).  A location only found on the 1860 map is a plot 

of land located east of the Stouffer House in Franklin (E). See Figure 11,2 above. 

 These five locations are the focus of my discussion about the evolution of the Stouffer 

family properties between the mid-18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries.  Due to inconsistencies between the 

maps, and the lack of verifiable connection with documentation of the Stouffer family, other 

plots of land labeled with the Stouffer/Stauffer name will not be discussed. 

Stouffer House 

 The Stouffer House was built in 1767 by Abraham Stauffer (1729-1785) and Christina 

Dearforff Stauffer (1734-1808), as noted on the inscription on the side of the house.
3
 After their 
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marriage in 1758, Abraham and Christina had four children: John Stouffer (1758-1808), Anna 

Stouffer (1759-1821), Henry Stouffer (1762-1835), and Rebecca Stouffer (1768-?).
4
 

 I was able to find no record of who lived owned the property between the time of 

Abraham Stouffer’s death in 1785, and the J. Stouffer named on the 1860 York County Map.  

However, the Stouffer House itself is marked also with the names Joseph Stouffer (1800-1877) 

and wife Susanna Wise Stouffer (1803-1885) from the year 1844.3  I then concluded that the J. 

Stouffer on the 1860 York County Map is Joseph Stouffer. 

 John Stouffer, son on Abraham Stouffer, and his wife Mary Brough (1760-1835) had 9 

children:  one of which, was Joseph Stouffer (1800-1877).4  I was then able to surmise that 

Abraham Stauffer left the Stouffer House in the ownership of John Stouffer, who then 

relinquished ownership to his son Joseph as shown by both the inscription on the Stouffer House, 

and the 1860 York County Map. From the time of Abraham Stauffer’s passing in 1785, until 

Joseph Stouffer’s ownership of the house starting at approximately 1835, the property belonged 

to John Stouffer, son of Abraham Stauffer, and wife Mary. 

 Joseph and Susanna Stouffer had a total of four children:  Henry, John, Jacob, and 

Ephraim.4  After the addition of a grist and saw mill to the Stouffer House property in 1857,
5
 

which is visible on the 1860 York County Map, the 1876 Franklin Map shows the property has 

slightly shifted ownership.  The 1876 map shows a joint ownership between a J. and E. Stouffer.  

At that time, Joseph and Susanna Stouffer’s son Ephraim Stouffer (1838-?) and wife Mary Jane 

McElroy Stouffer had been documented as living very close to the Stouffer House after having 

served in the military from 1861-65.5  Although there is no documentation to verify that Ephraim 
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Stouffer is the “E.” shown on the 1876 Franklin Map, the evidence suggests that Ephraim 

Stouffer and father Joseph Stouffer shared ownership of the property just one year prior to the 

death of Joseph Stouffer in 1877. 

The documentation of the Stouffer family whereabouts compared with both the 1860 

York County Map and the 1876 Franklin Map suggest that the Stouffer House was passed down 

from Abraham Stauffer through the line of son John Stouffer.   

Property South of Stouffer House 

 Much like the Stouffer House, documents and the 1860 and 1876 Maps show that 

Ephraim Stouffer owned this property, either through inheritance or through purchasing it 

himself after his marriage to Mary Jane McElroy.  During both periods in which the 1860 and 

1876 maps were made an E. Stouffer was the owner of this property.  

 Ephraim Stouffer married his wife Mary Jane in 1857.
6
  By the making of the 1860 York 

County Map, it is likely that Ephraim Stouffer moved out of the Stouffer House and into this 

property.  Although there is no documentation to verify this hypothesis, it would also account for 

Ephraim Stouffer’s co-ownership of the Stouffer House property in 1876, as Joseph Stouffer may 

have willed it to him soon before his death in 1777. 

 Ephraim Stouffer and Mary Jane only had one child, Susan “Stover” (1864-1941), who 

married Alfred W. Archer (1865-?).4  Susan Stover and Alfred Archer had nine children who 

carry the last names “Archer” and “Garrison”.  The Archer and Garrison families have roots 

extending into Ohio and parts of Iowa to this day.4 
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Property North of Stouffer House 

The ownership of this plot of land from the Abraham Stauffer’s generation up until the 

1876 Franklin Map was made is less clear than is the Stouffer House property’s ownership.  On 

the 1860 York County Map, the property is labeled with J. Stouffer, as is the Stouffer House 

property.  Later, on the 1876 Franklin Map, the property is still labeled with J. Stouffer as 

property owner. 

 The piece of information lacking the most with this plot of land is that there are no 

documents or material evidence to even suggest that the property was initially owned by 

Abraham Stauffer in the early to mid-19
th

 century.  Although this option cannot be ruled out, it is 

also possible during Joseph Stouffer’s ownership of the Stouffer House property, he also 

purchased this piece of land just north of their home, and he is the J. Stouffer found on both the 

1860 and 1876 maps. 

 There is also the possibility that John Stouffer either inherited this piece of land from 

Abraham Stauffer, or bought the property, and willed it to his oldest son Jacob Stouffer (1778-

1840) who married Anna Stouffer (1788-1872).
7
  After Jacob Stouffer’s death in 1840, he then 

may have willed ownership of the property to his son Jacob Stouffer Jr. (1806-?) or sometime 

listed as John Stouffer.4  The lack of documentation here, again, allows for endless possibilities 

as to the ownership of this property. 

Southern Washington Property 

 Much like the property north of the Stouffer House, there is little documentation on this 

Stouffer owned property.  This piece of property is particularly interesting because the 1860 

York County Map lists this property under a “D. Stouffer.”  After reconstructing the 
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Stouffer/Stauffer family tree, starting with the parents of Abraham Stauffer, Heinrich and 

Elizabeth Stauffer,4 there is not one family member, male or female, with these initials. 

 Originally I tried to reconstruct the history of the ownership of this property by 

attributing the property to John Stouffer and Mary Brough Stouffer’s youngest son John Stouffer 

Jr. (1813-?) and wife Mary Stouffer (1811-?),4 not to be confused with John Stouffer Jr.’s father 

and mother.  I then tried to make a connection with John Stouffer Jr. and Mary Stouffer’s 

daughter Hannah Stouffer (1842-?)4 and the “H.K Stauffer” listed as the property owner on the 

1876 Washington Map.   

However there is no way to verify this connection, and with the unknown “D. Stouffer” 

shown on the 1860 map, it is likely that this property is owned by either another Stouffer family 

completely, or a distant relative that cannot be connected to the Abraham Stauffer line through 

documents or material culture.  My findings as to the ownership of this property are therefore 

inconclusive. 

Property East of Stouffer House (only shown on 1860 York County Map) 

 On the York County Map of 1860 this property is listed as yet another property under the 

initial “J. Stouffer.”  Therefore this property’s ownership, much like the properties located north 

and south of the Stouffer House, cannot be completely verified. 

 First I investigated the various possibilities causing the disappearance of this property on 

the 1876 Franklin Map.  I considered the possibility that a one of the Stouffer daughters’ 

husbands inherited the property, causing the property to be listed under a different name.  

However it did not take long to discover that, in the general vicinity of where the J. Stouffer 

property was listed on the 1860 York County Map, there were no names that correlated with the 



men that any of the Stouffer daughters had be documented as marrying.4  I then determined that 

the property must have been sold by the Stouffer family member it belonged to prior to 1876. 

 I was able, through research of the Stouffer family tree, to narrow down the possibilities 

of the ownership of this property to a descendant of John Stouffer and Mary Brough.  The first 

possibility is Jacob Stouffer Jr. or John Stouffer (mentioned earlier), son of Jacob Stouffer Sr.  It 

is possible that Jacob Stouffer Jr. was the owner of this property during the making of the 1860 

York County Map, and then sold the property by 1876, thereby not showing up on the latter map. 

 The second, and more likely possibility, is the property was owned by Joseph Stouffer, 

son of John Stouffer, who also owned the Stouffer House.  Joseph Stouffer may have purchased 

or inherited the land, as his ownership is evident through the “J. Stouffer” label on the 1860 York 

County Map.  I speculate that Joseph Stouffer then sold this property prior to his death in 1877 

due to his declining health.  If Joseph Stouffer sold the property prior to 1876, it would account 

for its disappearance on the 1876 Franklin Map. 

Conclusion 

 Through comparison of documents I was able to retrieve from Ancestry.com and the 

maps I had access to showing land ownership in 1860 and 1876, I was able to make definitive 

conclusions about the order of ownership of the Stouffer House 100 years after it was built in 

1767.  Inconsistencies with the textual documents and maps, along with the scarce 

documentation of surrounding properties allowed me to only speculate on the ownership of the 

properties located north, south, and east of the Stouffer House, and the property located in 

southern Washington. 



 Although I was not able to make all the definitive conclusions I had initially hoped, my 

research well defines the cooperation between material culture such as maps and textual culture 

such as the documents from Ancestry.com. 

 Upon further investigation, given the lack of documentation specifically about the 

Stouffer family women, it would be interesting to research how the women of the Stouffer family 

spread throughout the area.  


