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Stouffer Farm in its Context 

 

 Stouffer's farm is a historic site in York County, Pennsylvania. It is down a quiet country road, 

secluded in the woods and far from busy city life of any kind. The original farmhouse still stands. Since 

its construction, it has undergone many renovations and additions. In addition, on the property is an 

outbuilding, built for an unknown purpose. It consists of two rooms, clearly built in two different stages, 

at different time periods. Neither room has been definitively dated, although the older room has been 

estimated to be mid 19th century, and the newer half somewhere in the later 19th century.
1
 Numerous 

other barns and outbuildings, built much more recently, also dot the property.  

 About a mile away is a small site known as Asper's Cemetery, located on state game land. It is in 

a state of extreme disrepair. For many years, no one worked to maintain it on any level. Many of the 

stones are broken and littered about and others are faded and illegible. The cemetery even appears to have 

even been plowed over at some point. Thirteen headstones are readable, but several are still unknown. 

This cemetery is where members of a small Brethren, religious community were buried with burial dates 

ranging from 1771 to 1831
2
. 

 The farmhouse was built by Abraham Stouffer in 1767
3
. He is buried in Asper's 

Cemetery, where the inscription on his tombstone reads, "Here Lyeth The Body of Abraham 

Stouffer Who Departed This Life the7th Day of July, 1785, Aged 56 Years."
4
 From this 

inscription, we can surmise that he was born in or close to the year 1729. His wife Christina is 
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also buried at the cemetery. From her headstone we can ascertain that she was born in 1734 and 

died in 1808.
5
 It should be noted that an alternate spelling of this surname is Stauffer. 

 We know that Abraham and Christina had four documented children that survived to 

adulthood. These children were John Stouffer (1758-1821), who married Mary. The other 

children were Henry, Anna, and Rebecca. John is also buried at the cemetery. 
6
  

 A fourth Stouffer is also found in the cemetery. This is Peter Stouffer, who was born in 

1792 and died in 1812. There is no specific evidence to state how Peter is related to the rest of 

the Stouffers. However, based, on his birth year, it seems likely that he would be the grandson of 

Abraham Stouffer. Since he retains the surname Stouffer, it is further likely that he is the son of 

either John or Henry. Since Henry moved away to Adams County
7
 and John stayed in the area, it 

is possible that Peter is John's son. 

 The second family group that is represented in the cemetery is the Deardorffs (alternate 

spelling Deerdorffs or Dierdorffs). Two are represented in the cemetery: Henry and his wife 

[Mary] Magdalena (Lerew). Christina, the wife of Abraham Stouffer, was a Deardorff by birth.
8
 

The relationship between her and Henry and his wife is unclear. Nonetheless, it is highly 

plausible to assume that they were indeed related. 

 According to Magdalena's headstone, she died September 31, 1831 at the age of 87. 

Henry's stone states that he died January 11, 1812 at age 70. This puts his birth date at 1741/2, 

and hers at about 1744.
9
 According to Henry's will, he and his wife had 6 children.

10
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 The third family represented in Asper's cemetery is the Smith family. The Smith's 

represented in the headstones are Baltzer Smith, his wife Mary Magdalene (Koch) and their son 

William. Baltzer's headstone reveals that he died in 1802 at the age of 73, which puts his birth 

year at 1729. His wife is dated at 1744-1784. Their son William is recording on his headstone as 

having died in 1799.
11

 Seven children total are identified through Baltzer's will.
12

  

 The fourth and final family group found in the cemetery is the Pentz family (alternate 

spelling Bentz). The burials from this family include John (1744-1804) and his wife Phillippa 

(1753-1813). As shown through his will abstract, he and his wife had nine children
13

. None of 

these children can be found in the cemetery. 

 Two more individuals can be identified in the cemetery. They are Peter Beisel, or Beissel 

(1710-1794) and Hanna Kebel
14

, about whom nothing has been discovered. These two seem to 

have no familial connection with any of the aforementioned families. 

 These four couples, The Stouffers, the Deardorffs, the Smiths, and the Pentzs, were all of 

the same generation. Census records place them in different townships, at least in the 1790s and 

the 1800s
15

. So what was it that drew these four families, and presumably others, together? What 

was behind this little community represented by this tiny, almost forgotten cemetery? 

 The answer is religion. All of these families were of the Brethren denomination. The first 

Brethren church in York County was organized in 1738
16

. It was described in a history of York 

County:  
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  "Twenty miles west from the town of York, on the Little Conewago." 

This was in the vicinity of Hanover. The district embraced by the church included 

a large extent of territory east, north and north- west of the site of the present 

town of Hanover. It will thus be seen that the German Baptists were among the 

very first to form church organizations in York County. Among the members of 

the first church were the Banners, Eldrieks, Dierdorfs, Biglers, Studsmans, etc."
17

 

 

We can confirm that the Deardorffs mentioned as a part of this church were of the same family 

that we find buried at the cemetery. In 1770, it was recorded that there were 77 members in the 

congregation
18

. The names are then listed, and they include "Abraham Stouffer and his wife, and 

Henry Dierdorff and his wife."
19

 This congregation was known as the Little Conewago 

congregation. A second congregation was also formed, known as the Great Conewago 

congregation.
20

  

 A third congregation was formed in York County during this period as well, and is 

described in the same history.
21

  

 "There was another congregation formed within the present area of 

Washington Township "fifteen miles from the town of York", called the 

Bermudian Church. The first constituents of this organization separated from the 

Cloister church at Ephrate, Lancaster County, in 1735, and organized in 1758 in 

York County. Many of them were Seventh Day Baptists. The church was 
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considered an offspring of Ephrata, but for a while they worshipped with the 

Brethren. Some of the founders of it were...Peter Beisell....Some of the prominent 

persons who composed its membership prior to 1770 were...Baltzer Smith and 

wife...John Bentz, wife and four sons...Peter Beissell, wife, son, and two 

daughters...."
22

  

Other Stouffers and Beissells are included in this list, as well as a Gebel, which is a possible 

alternate spelling of Kebel. This could suggest a connection to Hannah Kebel, about whom no 

information has been able to be linked to. 

 It can clearly be seen, then, that members of both the Little Conewago congregation and 

Bermudian congregation at some point would have merged into one congregation. At the very 

least, they were somehow associated with one another. Conrad Beissel, the founder of the 

Ephrata Cloister died in 1768, but by then the Cloister was already declining in popularity and 

members would have been beginning to leave
23

. It makes sense that after his death, members of 

the cloister would have begun to associate more with other congregations and merge with them. 

As the first burial in this new community is in 1771, these dates make sense.  

 These small Brethren communities were similar in many of their practices and beliefs. 

They were deeply committed to living lives of obedience and service. They also would engage in 

such practices as foot washing ceremonies and love feasts. In addition to this, they practiced 

nonconformity, nonresistance, and a refusal to swear oaths.
24

  

 This, then, was the religious community surrounding Stouffer's farm. But what about the 

social and economic context surrounding this historical farmstead? 
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 In 1785, Abraham Stouffer died
25

. At his death, the property passed directly to his wife, 

Christina. We have a record of this document, and this tells us that the farm at this time consisted 

of sixty acres. From this document, we can also learn that Stouffer's farm bordered land owned 

by John Bentz, John Miller, and Henry Deardorff. We don't know who John Miller was, but the 

other two individuals are buried in Asper's cemetery with the Stouffers. It is interesting to 

compare this data of sixty acres of land to another record that we find
26

. In a record of returns of 

taxables for the York County for the year 1779, we find a record listing an Abram Stouffer who 

owned 400 acres of land. In addition to this, he is recorded as possessing 3 horses, 4 cattle, and a 

tax of 247.12
27

. Of course, it is difficult to know for sure if this is the Abraham Stouffer who 

built Stouffer farm. However, the record is from Monaghan Township (which would later split to 

form the new Franklin Township, which the farm is found in today) and the year makes sense. 

But if this is the case, it begs the question of how the farm suddenly went from 400 acres to just 

60 acres. By comparison, the majority of the other names in this tax list come nowhere close to 

400 acres. Stouffer farm is one of the largest on the list. 

 We can also look at the size of the Stouffer Farm in relation to the other members of the 

congregation. In a similar tax list for the year 1782, we find a Henry Dierdorff, presumably the 

same Henry that is buried in the cemetery and lived next to the Stouffers. He is recorded with 

only 100 acres, 2 horses, 3 cattle, and a tax of 6.13
28

. It seems, then, that the Stouffer's had a 

great deal more than many of the families in their area.  
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 In a tax list for York County in 1798 we find Baltzer Smith. On his property, he had 1 log 

barn, 1 stone mill, and 1 saw mill. His property is recorded to be 398 acres
29

. This land was 

apparently accumulated over some time, because he can be found in 1788 with only 150 acres
30

. 

As with the Stouffers, they have the most property of anyone near them in this record. The 

typical farm size in this record seems to be about 150 acres. Both the Stouffers and the Smiths 

are well above this average.  

 We have evidence that there was a mill on the Stouffer property as well. Two 19th 

century maps of the property show a grain mill on the property
31

. Parts of this mill were 

apparently sold at an auction in the 20th century
32

. After several years of archaeological 

excavation, however, no concrete evidence has been found of any additional structures on the 

property.  

 In documenting old mills of the area in 975, Grant Voaden records that the mill was a 

grist and saw mill. Based on tax records of Franklin Township, we can read that in 1857, the 

current owner of the house (Joseph Stouffer, descendent of Abraham) had no mill on the 

property. But in 1858, he was assessed for a chopping and saw mill
33

. Therefore, we can 

conclude that the mill was built somewhere in this time. 

 These records disagree as to the function of the mill, but all indicate that there was indeed 

a mill on the property. And as we can tell by the mills on the nearby Smith property, these 

milling industries existed in the area. In fact, if we look at other names in the tax list that lists 

Smith's assets, we can see others with similar mills and structures. So these industries were 
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certainly up and running in this area. With the amount of property owned by the Stouffers and 

the fact that their property included a small creek, having a mill makes complete sense.  

 While archaeological excavations have not found evidence of the mill itself, they have 

found plenty of other evidence of the farms long history of occupation. Nails, pottery, pieces of 

window glass, and various other pieces of metal, among other things, have been unearthed in the 

numerous archaeological units opened at the farm site. These items can give us small, tentative 

glimpses into what daily life may have been like for the Stouffers. An example of material found 

on the farm is a great quantity of redware, a type of pottery that was prevalent from 1500 to 

1800
34

. This high quantity of this material that would have been very common for the period 

seems to suggest that the Stouffers were relatively common people, and not extraordinarily 

wealthy.  

 The variety of sources available to us vary from county histories to state histories, to tax 

records, wills, genealogies, property deeds, headstones and even word-of-mouth stories that have 

been passed down. By taking these into account, we can begin to piece together what the world 

that this historic farm would have been a part of from the time of its building to the mid 19th 

century. It was part of a tight-knit Baptists Brethren community, one of the first in the area. It 

would have been part of growing community of farms and mills. For all that we learn however, it 

is easy to see how much more we don't know. There are more sources to be uncovered and there 

is much more research to be done.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
34

 Goover, Mark, Archaeology of North American Farmsteads (Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2008 ), 45 



Bibliography 

 

 1. Brumbaugh, Martin Grove, A History of the German Baptist Brethren in Europe and 

America. Mount Morris, IL: Brethren Publishing House, 1899, 

https://archive.org/details/historyofgermanb01brum. 

 

 2. Durnbaugh, Donald F, Fruit of the Vine: A History of the Brethren 1708-1995. Elgin, 

IL: Brethren Press, 1997. 

 

 3. Durnbaugh, Donald F. Meet the Brethren. Elgin, IL: Brethren Press, 1984. 

 

 4. Gibson, John, History of York County Pennsylvania From the Earliest Time to the 

Present. Chicago: F.A. Battery Publishing Co, 1886. 

https://archive.org/details/historyofyorkcou00prow. 

 

 5. Goover, Mark, Archaeology of North American Farmsteads. Gainesville, FL: 

University Press of Florida, 2008.  

 

 5. "The Big Dig at Stouffer Farm" (blog) October, 2011 

http://stoufferfarm.wordpress.com/ 

 

 6. Ancestry.com. http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/ 

 

   

  

  


